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Sustainability
Sustainability (ISSN 2071-1050; CODEN: SUSTDE) is an
international, cross-disciplinary, scholarly, peer-reviewed and open
access journal of environmental, cultural, economic, and social
sustainability of human beings. It provides an advanced forum for
studies related to sustainability and sustainable development, and is
published semimonthly online by MDPI. The Society for Urban
Ecology (SURE), Canadian Urban Transit Research & Innovation
Consortium (CUTRIC) and International Council for Research
and Innovation in Building and Construction (CIB) are affiliated
with Sustainability and their members receive discounts of the article
processing charge.

Open Access —free for readers, with article processing
charges (APC) paid by authors or their institutions.

High visibility: indexed by the Science Citation Index
Expanded and Social Sciences Citation Index (Web of
Science), as well as Scopus and other databases.

Rapid Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first
decision provided to authors approximately 14.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9 days
(median values for papers published in this journal in the first half
of 2020).

Recognition of Reviewers: reviewers who provide timely,
thorough peer-review reports receive vouchers entitling them to a
discount on the APC of their next publication in any MDPI journal,
in appreciation of the work done.

Impact Factor: 2.576 (2019) ; 5-Year Impact Factor: 2.798 (2019)
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Open Access Article

Modelling VOC Emissions from Building Materials for Healthy
Building Design
by Alessandro D’Amico, Agnese Pini, Simone Zazzini,

Daniela D’Alessandro, Giovanni Leuzzi and
Edoardo Currà

Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 184; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010184
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract The profound qualitative changes of indoor air and the
progressive increase in the absolute number of pollutants, combined
with the scientific awareness of the health impacts deriving from
spending more than 90% of one’s time inside confined spaces, have
increased the attention onto [...] Read more.
(This article belongs to the Special Issue Architecture and
Salutogenesis: Beyond Indoor Environmental Quality)

► Show Figures

Open Access Article

A Model for the Sustainable Management of Enterprise Capital
by Dariusz Klimek and Elżbieta Jędrych
Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 183; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010183
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract This paper attempts to develop the concept of sustainable
management of enterprise capital presented, e.g., in Economies at
the beginning of the year 2020. After an introduction and
presentation of the theoretical grounds for the construction of the
model, the authors attempt at [...] Read more.

Open Access Article

Hysteretic Behavior of Reinforced Concrete Coupling Beams
According to Volume Fraction of Steel Fiber
by Joo-Hong Chung, Dong-Hee Son, Su-Yong Kim,

Baek-Il Bae and Chang-Sik Choi
Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 182; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010182
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract The purpose of this study was to evaluate the structural
performance of steel fiber reinforced concrete (SFRC) coupling
beams. Reversed cyclic loading tests were performed with full-scale
specimens. The main variable for the tests was the volume fraction
ratio of the steel fibers. [...] Read more.
(This article belongs to the Special Issue Remodeling Technologies
to Improve Building’s Structural Sustainability)

Open Access Review

Sustainability and Resilience in Smart City Planning: A Review
by Leonardo Juan Ramirez Lopez and

Angela Ivette Grijalba Castro
Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 181; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010181
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract Urban planning is recognized as an interaction between the
state and society, which aims to articulate public policies in the
territory, facilitating their administration in favor of greater
development and well-being of society. However, this interaction
becomes complex because consumption demands increase, and [...]
Read more.
(This article belongs to the Section Sustainable Urban and Rural
Development)
► Show Figures

Open Access Article

Does Green Energy Complement Economic Growth for
Achieving Environmental Sustainability? Evidence from Saudi
Arabia
by Montassar Kahia, Anis Omri and Bilel Jarraya
Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 180; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010180
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract This study extends previous environmental sustainability
literature by investigating the joint impact of economic growth and
renewable energy on reducing CO2 emissions in Saudi Arabia over
the period 1990–2016. Using the fully modified ordinary least-square
(FMOLS) and dynamic ordinary least-square DOLS estimators, [...]
Read more.
(This article belongs to the Special Issue Air Pollution Monitoring
and Environmental Sustainability)

Open Access Article

Techno-Economic Assessment of Energy Retrofitting
Educational Buildings: A Case Study in Saudi Arabia
by Mohammad B. Hamida, Wahhaj Ahmed,

Muhammad Asif and Faris Abdullah Almaziad
Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 179; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010179
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract The buildings and construction sector accounts for the
majority of the energy consumption in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA). For a sustainable future, energy consumption in the sector
should be reduced and existing buildings need to be energy
retrofitted. A number of [...] Read more.
(This article belongs to the Special Issue Buildings and
Sustainable Energy: Technologies, Policies, and Trends)

► Show Figures

Open Access Article

Coordinated Development of Innovation System in China’s
Yangtze River Economic Belt, a Demand and Supply
Perspective
by Yang Zhang, Dezhong Duan and Debin Du
Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 178; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010178
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract The Development of the Yangtze River Economic Belt
(YREB) is not only a major regional coordination development
strategy in China but also a core carrier supporting China’s
innovation-driven development. Under this background, this paper
explored the evolution, spatial difference, and coordination
development of [...] Read more.
► Show Figures

Open Access Review

Rethinking Sustainability Monitoring in the Arctic by Linking
Resilience and Sustainable Development in Socially-Oriented
Observations: A Perspective
by Tatiana Vlasova, Andrey N. Petrov and Sergey Volkov
Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 177; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010177
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract Monitoring of social-ecological systems dynamics and
sustainability is of high importance in a rapidly changing Arctic. The
goal of this essay is to discuss and articulate the principles for
designing a suitable Arctic sustainability monitoring framework based
on the convergence between resilience thinking [...] Read more.
(This article belongs to the Special Issue Monitoring Arctic
Sustainability: Methods, Indicators, Monitoring Systems and
Experiences)

► Show Figures

Open Access Article

Influence Mechanism of Organizational Flexibility on Enterprise
Competitiveness: The Mediating Role of Organizational
Innovation
by  Guodong Ni, Heng Xu, Qingbin Cui, Yaning Qiao,

Ziyao Zhang, Huaikun Li and Paul J. Hickey
Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 176; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010176
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract Organizational success heavily relies on the
competitiveness of products and services under rapidly changing
market conditions. This enterprise competitiveness becomes more
critical for project-based enterprises as modernization of the Chinese
construction industry creates greater challenges and uncertainty in
construction operations, which determines the [...] Read more.
(This article belongs to the Special Issue Sustainable Construction
Engineering and Management)

Open Access Article

Analysis of the Situation of Social Public Procurement of Works
at the Valencian Region (Spain)
by José Luis Fuentes-Bargues, Mª José Bastante-Ceca,

Pablo Sebastián Ferrer-Gisbert and
Mª Carmen González-Cruz

Sustainability 2021, 13(1), 175; https://doi.org/10.3390/su13010175
(registering DOI) - 27 Dec 2020

Abstract Construction is one of the most important sectors in terms
of economic volume and number of employees. It represents
approximately 10% of the Gross Domestic Product of the European
Union and employs 7% of its total labour force. In a construction
project, procurement [...] Read more.
► Show Figures
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